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EDITORIAL 
 

Volume 32 of Metamorphosis published a lesser amount of articles than Volume 31 (16 v. 26), which is not surprising given 

the easing of the COVID situation, but this was a relief to our hard worked Editorial team. All these articles are accessible 

on www.metamorphosis.org.za, or via the website of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa, www.lepsocafrica.org.  
 

Obituary 

This year we have paid tribute to Dr. Douglas Kroon, who did so much to encourage LepSoc Africa members to study the 

entire order of Lepidoptera, and not just concentrate on the super family Papilionoidea (butterflies). 
 

Editorial staff 

Our Sub Editor Dr. Silvia Kirkman regrettably had to resign her post early in 2021, principally because of increased family 

commitments as a result of the COVID pandemic. Fortunately we have been able to find a very capable replacement, Dr. 

James Lawrence. My latest term as Editor of Metamorphosis was to have come to an end during 2021, but I will continue. 
 

Printed version 

Mailing to overseas members was difficult and very time consuming. We sent bulk courier packages to distributors in the 

UK (Chris Dobson), Germany (for Europe – thanks to Michael Ochse), Washington (North America – Richard Greene) and 

Canberra (Australia – Rolf Oberprieler) 
 

African Journals Online (AJOL) 

Acceptance to join AJOL means we are able to obtain DOI numbers, and Metamorphosis articles are also posted on their 

(more visible) website. I was able to participate in an INASP online course and gained considerable ideas and knowledge to 

improve our journal further. Revised procedures are consequently been drafted for authors and peer reviewers, along with a 

new overall editorial policy document, being drafted for comment by the LepSoc Africa Council and the Editorial Board. 
 

Editorial Board (EB) – After investigating the norms in the scientific publishing industry it seems we should consider some 

changes to our EB, principally the following: 

1) Term of office to be limited to three years, so that we can regularly bring in new ideas 

2) Replacements will be needed for current EB members and some new ones have been approached and have accepted. 

3) EB members will not be able to publish in Metamorphosis during their term in office, to prevent any conflict of interest. 

4) EB members will be expected to do at least one peer review per year. 
 

Department of Higher Education and Training – have made a decision on our 2021 application, and unfortunately have again 

found us unable to meet their standards. We will be following up to obtain more details. 
 

Indexing 

We have been invited by Clarivate to apply for indexing with the Web of Science and/or Zoological Record. Initially we will 

apply to join their ESCI (Emerging Sources Citation Index). which will give us more international exposure and possibility 

of obtaining an Impact Factor. 
 

Gratitude 

In our efforts to keep improving the quality of our articles and other publications, we extend grateful acknowledgement to 

our team of peer reviewers, who give of their precious time and expertise to improve and perfect manuscripts. Metamorphosis 

would not exist but for the efforts of our authors, who have again supplied a steady volume of high quality manuscripts 

covering every aspect of the study of lepidopterology, for which we are deeply appreciative. 
 

Finally, I would like to wish all those who have an interest in Metamorphosis a prosperous, productive and joyous 2022, and 

encourage you to send in your contributions for publication to either myself at orachrysops@gmail.com, or James at 

phorbanta@gmail.com. Our team of editors and reviewers are keen to help you share your work on Afrotropical Lepidoptera 

with the wider community of lepidopterists. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Dave Edge 

orachrysops@gmail.com 

 

31st December 2021
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